
Minutes of Teleconference Special Meeting 
COLORADO RIVER BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

Tuesday, September 4, 2012 
 

A Teleconference Special Meeting of the Colorado River Board of California (Board) 
was held on Tuesday, September 4, 2012. 
 
 

Board Members and Alternate Present 
 
Dana B. Fisher, Jr., Chairman 
John V. Foley 
W. D. “Bill” Knutson 
Henry Merle Kuiper 
John Pierre Menvielle 
David R. Pettijohn 
 

 
John Palmer Powell, Jr. 
 
Christopher G. Hayes, Designee 
    Department of Fish and Game 
 

Board Members Absent 
 

Terese Marie Ghio 
James B. McDaniel 

Jeanine Jones, Designee 
    Department of Water Resources 

 
 

Others Present

Steven B. Abbott 
James H. Bond 
John Penn Carter 
J.C. Jay Chen 
Leslie M. Gallagher 
Christopher S. Harris 
Thomas E. Levy 

Jan P. Matusak 
Halla Razak 
Jessie Silva 
Joanna Smith 
Gary E. Tavetian 
Joseph A. Vanderhorst 
Bill D. Wright 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. and asked the participants 
on the telephone call to identify themselves when they speak, make motions and/or vote. 
 
Roll Call 
 

Chairman Fisher had the Acting Executive Director, Mr. Christopher S. Harris, 
conduct a roll call.  Mr. Harris determined that there were seven members and one alternate 
participating in the call.  Chairman Fisher announced the presence of a quorum.   
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OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
 

  Chairman Fisher asked anyone wanted to address the Board regarding items on the 
agenda or other matters related to the Board.  Hearing none, Chairman Fisher moved to the 
next item on the agenda. 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
Appointment of Executive Director 
 

Chairman Fisher reported that since the August 15, 2012, Board meeting, Board staff 
had talked to the California Department of Human Resources (CDHR).  The CDHR informed 
staff that the appointment of the Executive Director does not need to go to the Governor’s 
office and that the Board simply appoints the Executive Director and then submits the 
appropriate paperwork to CDHR.  CDHR then processes the paperwork and provides the 
Board with the authorization to hire the new Executive Director. 
 

Chairman Fisher reported that the Colorado River Board of California after a 
nationwide search for more than 18 months: (1) reviewed the candidates for the position of 
Executive Director of the Board and the recommendation of its Chairman and believes that 
one candidate, Tanya Trujillo, is very well qualified for that position based on her education 
in law and her experience working for a Colorado River Basin state, the United States Senate 
and the Department of the Interior on water issues including Colorado River issues; and (2) 
appoints Ms. Trujillo as the Executive Director of the Colorado River Board of California.  
To accomplish this, Board staff is directed to submit the necessary documents to the 
Department of Human Resources.  This action supersedes the Board’s action on August 15, 
2012. 
 

Chairman Fisher requested that the Board approve appointment of Ms. Tanya M. 
Trujillo as the Executive Director.  Mr. Kuiper moved the appointment be approved.  Mr. 
John Foley seconded the motion.  After conducting a roll call vote, and with the abstention of 
the Department of Fish and Game representative, the remaining Board members unanimously 
approved the appointment of Ms. Tanya M. Trujillo as Executive Director by majority vote. 
 
Authorization of Relocation Expenses for the Selected Executive Director 
 
 Chairman Fisher mentioned that he had not discussed moving expenses with Ms. 
Trujillo.  But he thinks that the Board may want to reserve the authority to pay for some 
moving expenses.  In response to Mr. Knutson’s question, Chairman Fisher noted that Ms. 
Trujillo is moving from the Washington, D.C. area to southern California. 
 

Chairman Fisher reported that The Colorado River Board of California needs to 
authorize him to approve reasonable relocation expenses incurred in conjunction with Ms. 
Trujillo becoming the Board’s Executive Director. 
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Chairman Fisher requested the approval of the Board to approve reasonable 
relocation expenses for Ms. Trujillo.  Mr. Foley moved the relocation expenses be approved.  
Mr. Kuiper seconded the motion.  After Mr. Harris’ roll call, the Board unanimously 
approved the motion to authorize Chairman Fisher to approve for paying Ms. Tanya 
Trujillo’s relocation expenses. 
 
 Mr. Knutson asked when Ms. Trujillo would likely be joining the Board?  Chairman 
Fisher answered that she indicated that she would be starting in the new position on October 
1, 2012. 
 
 Mr. Bond ask if there were any state guidelines for paying reimbursement of moving 
expenses?  Mr. Gary Tavetian of the Attorney General’s Office offered to research that issue 
for the Board. 
 
 Finally, Mr. Foley asked whether there was any dispute regarding her proposed 
salary?  Chairman Fisher answered that Ms. Trujillo’s proposed salary is a few dollars more 
than her current salary based upon the impact of the state’s current furlough program. 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Next Board Meeting 
 
 Chairman Fisher announced that the next meeting of the Colorado River Board will 
be on Wednesday, October 10, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., at the Holiday Inn Ontario Airport, 2155 
East Convention Center Way, Ontario, California. 
 

There being no further items to be brought before the Board, Chairman Fisher asked 
for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Kuiper moved the Board meeting be adjourned.  
Mr. Menvielle seconded the motion.  One roll call vote was unanimous, the Board meeting 
adjourned at 10:54 a.m. on September 4, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
       Christopher S. Harris 
       Acting Executive Director 
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