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June, 2011

In 1975, the seven Colorado River Basin States adopted water quality standards
with respect to salinity for the entire Colorado River Basin in the United States. This
was required under the then newly enacted Clean Water Act. Every three years the
states, through their organization, the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum
(Forum), have reviewed these standards in compliance with the Clean Water Act.

The Forum has now approved a draft of the 2011 Review. The Forum and each
of the states are now looking for public comments on this 2011 Review. The draft
review can be found at either: www.crb.ca.gov or www.ColoradoRiverSalinity.org .
Comments should be sent to the below address by August 15, 2011. If you have
questions concerning this effort, please contact Christopher S. Harris, Acting Executive
Director, at (818) 500-1625.

In general, the findings of the Review are that: 1) the salt load in the Colorado
River has been reduced by 1.2 million tons per year thus far through implementation of
the Salinity Control Program, 2) there is not a need to change the adopted numeric
criteria, 3) there is a Plan of Implementation identified to remove another 644,000 tons
of salt per year by the year 2030, and 4) with the plan of implementation in place,
there is a low probability of exceeding the numeric criteria below Hoover Dam, below
Parker Dam or at Imperial Dam between now and 2030. Damages due to the use of
Colorado River water in the Lower Basin remain high. The Review states that the
Forum and the states intend to continue their support of an aggressive salinity control
program.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Christopher S. Harris,
Acting Executive Director, at the following address:

Colorado River Board of California
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 100
Glendale, California 91203-1068

Phone: (818) 500-1625
Fax: (818) 543-4685

email: crb@crb.ca.gov




