


























Executive Summary

The iconic Colorado River supplies water to millions of people in fast-growing cities in the
Colorado River(s watershed, such as Las Vegas, Mexicali, Phoenix, and St. George, Utah

(see Figure ES-1 at the end of the Executive Summary). Tens of millions of people outside the
watershed, from Denver to Albuquerque and from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles, San Diego,
and Tijuana, also receive water exported from the basin to meet at least some of their residential
and commercial water needs. More than half of the people receiving water from the basin live in
southern California. In fact, about 70 percent of the people that receive water from the basin do
not actually live in the basin. This study reports population and water delivery data and trends for
100 cities and water agencies that use Colorado River basin water, compiling such information
for the first time in one location.

These municipal deliveries [ Iwhich include deliveries to the residential, commercial, industrial,
and institutional sectors, as well as some landscape irrigation, but do not include deliveries to
agriculture, energy producers, or mining [ comprise only about 15 percent of total Colorado
River use (agriculture uses more than 70 percent). However, municipal deliveries are the fastest-
growing sector, driving demands for additional water supplies, placing pressure on a river system
that is over-allocated and facing a supply-demand imbalance, as well as the prospect of long-
term declines in run-off due to climate change.

The number of people relying at least in part on water from the Colorado River basin increased
by roughly 10 million people from 1990 to 2008, to a total of almost 35 million. Much of this
increase occurred in areas experiencing extraordinary population growth: several cities in
Arizona and Utah more than tripled in population between 1990 and 2008. The Las Vegas
metropolitan area added upwards of a million people, more than doubling in size. Tijuana also
roughly doubled in size, adding more than 800,000 people reliant on Colorado River water for an
estimated 90 percent of their water supply.

Total water deliveries by these 100 agencies increased from about 6.1 million acre-feet in 1990
to about 6.7 million acre-feet in 2008. The volume of Colorado River basin water deliveries by
these agencies also increased by about 0.6 million acre-feet over this period, from 2.8 million
acre-feet to 3.4 million acre-feet, rising from 46 percent to 51 percent of total deliveries. The
agencies delivering water in southern California actually delivered four percent less water in
2008 than they had in 1990, despite delivering water to almost 3.6 million more people. In fact,
28 water agencies in five different states delivered less water in 2008 than they had in 1990,
despite population growth in their service areas.

Almost every one of the water agencies included in the study experienced declines in per capita
deliveries from 1990 to 2008. People and business are demanding less water than they did in
1990. This report does not attempt to determine the causes of these declines, but it does quantify
these changes over time, giving a picture of trends for municipal water providers. The majority
of people receiving water from the Colorado River basin live in areas where per capita deliveries
dropped an average of at least one percent per year from 1990 to 2008, generating substantial
long-term declines. Many of these areas showed substantial reductions in per capita deliveries
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from delivery rates that were already much lower than average for the 100 agencies; it was not
just the high per-capita-use agencies that demonstrated large reductions in per capita deliveries.
Because of these substantial per capita declines, municipal water deliveries were roughly two
million acre-feet lower than they would have been had per capita deliveries remained constant
from 1990 to 2008.

Nine agencies| per capita deliveries actually increased from 1990 to 2008, though these agencies
provide water to only about two percent of the total population receiving water from the basin. If
the water agencies in this study had all experienced per capita declines of at least one percent,
total deliveries would have increased by about 300,000 acre-feet, only half as much as the actual
increase in municipal deliveries by these agencies. While small in comparison with the two
million acre-foot reduction already achieved, 300,000 acre-feet is still a sizeable volume of
deliveries that could have been avoided if the agencies with less than one percent average annual
per capita reductions had been more efficient.

Total municipal water deliveries by agencies delivering water from the Colorado River basin
increased by more than 600,000 acre-feet between 1990 and 2008, taking water from a basin that
faces a future challenged by diminished supply and continued population growth. Yet the water
delivery trends of many of these water agencies offer a route forward, where growth can be
accommodated within existing supplies and total demands on the basin actually decline over
time. The large number of water agencies from many parts of the Colorado River basin states
and Mexico that have already achieved substantial declines in per capita deliveries demonstrate
what increased water efficiency and conservation can accomplish and should encourage the less
successful agencies to promote conservation and efficiency more aggressively in their own
service areas.
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Municipal Deliveries of Colorado River Basin Water

Figure ES-1. The Colorado River Basin and Service Areas of Agencies Delivering Colorado River water”
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River commission names new executive director

Posted: Jun 21, 2011 1:21 AM PDT
Updated: Jul 05, 2011 4:13 AM PDT

Posted By Kristen Kidman - email

LAS VEGAS (FOX5) - The Colorado River Commission of
Nevada announced the appointment of Jayne Harkins as the new
executive director.

She will serve as the commission's organizational leader and
executive administrator starting Aug. 1.

Harkins had previously worked 27 years with the United States
Bureau of Reclamation.

The Colorado River Commission provides water and power to
customers in the southern part of Nevada, and represents the
state in events pertaining to the Colorado River.
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